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Arkansas SKYWARN®
Lessons in Social Graces:
How One EmComm Organization is Embracing the

Web for the Greater Good

e stampede of inlermet social netwoarking

and streaming audio and video sites, and

InCraasingly refiabde cell phone coverage,
offers radic amateurs two choices ERher jump on
for the ride or get trampled. This incomvenieni
truth—to steal & phrase rom both a dacurmeantany
and a Tormer vice president—is no more evident
than in emergency communications.

“When all else igils, amaleur radio,” KSEs S0Me
of its zing when all alse doesn'l fail. That's hap-
paning more and more. 's & good thing, Batter
technologies and contingeancias in the private
commercial sector are keaping call and intermset
&yslems in the game longer and betier, even when
dizaztar sirikos

Des this minimize the need for amatewur radio’s
EmComm readiness? Absolutely not. If anything,
it undarscores the need for hams 10 stay in thal
discomian zona, fight complacency, and bea
trained and ready when —not =—all ather emar-
gency communications go kabliboey,

Here's one organizalion that has recognized the
intarnal’'s social networking and live sireaming
value and is using it to strengthen amateur radio’s
position as the best, most reliable and afficiont
emengency communicators on the planel. Ii's
Arkansas SKYWARN®D,

A loving embrace of new lechnobogies and
communications channels by this forward-looking
organization is making a solid organization of
radio amatéurs aven batbér and provides a lesson
far us all.

And So It Began ...

Danny Straessle, KESWLR, repors from Little
Rock that during its September 2011 training net
session, “Arkansas SKYWARNG announced an
axpandad Intermet presence for the organization.”

The organization has recognized the value of
the VWab and social media and, as vou'll gea, is
jumping in with both feat,

“Through & combination of raditional intermet
resources and the newear social media utilities,” he
gaid, “Arkangas SKYWARND iz providing an
opporiuity for cartified amateur radio storm spot-
ters to interact ofi-air in @ non-net environmenl,”

On the Web

“Arkansas SKYWARNE is in the process of build-
ing a new website that will serve s 8 resource (o

“1540 Welherly Way, Riverside. CA 52508
f=rnail’ ks cg-amaranr-racdio, ooms

WWWLE-amateus-radio.com

there's o storm comin'...
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Photo A- Quick Nnks [0 Arkansas SKYWARN s®
Facebaok, Twilter, and lve RadioRelerence.com
gtreaming audio sites are Fred-up across the bol-
tam of the organization's webslia: <hilp
arRsKywarm.org> (fnlemed screen grah)

sale storm-spotting best practices and will axist as
the place whara ... spotiers in Arkansas can ref-
arance Iiainnn_q malenal I;I'lrcd;,lghn;,:-u[ (1] Faar_" [Sea
phofo A}

Straessde noted thal “while severe weather can
aEcur dufing any manth on the calendar, the menw
webasewill be particulary useful for training online
in th typical off-season. Look for the new sibe b
come onding befors the 2012 spring storms anive,”

Far updates and additional information, chack:
<hiipoiarew, arkskywam.ongs.

On Facebook

A Facaiook page designed for cedified amateur
radio operalor storm spollers to share their
“severns waather event experiences, photos, and
videos™ with olhers who are interested in storm
spotiing, including non-amateur radio oparatons,
has been establshed by Arkansas SKEYWARMED,
as wall (sea photo B).

Strapssle stressed the Facebook page “is not
intended for submitting storm reports to the Ma-
tional Waealher Sarvica. It's a comversation about
storm spotling in which everyona is eager to haar
your siory. Where did you deploy? Whal did you
sea? What did you report or not report and why?”
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Photo B— A Facebook page has bean
designed by Arkansas SKYWARN®
for spotters lo share thelr “severs
weather avan! expariances. pholos
&nd wideos" with others wia are infer-
ested in slorm spolting. See: <hfip:
www. facehook com/arkskywarns.
(fntarmat scroan grab)

These and mamny ofther questions
*demand answers,” Straessle wnles,

“and your willingness to shane the expe- il

riance will contribute 1o a body of knowl- Al Fldhnty

edge that utimately will benetit the train- B3

ing of others.” —
‘Everyong is invited 1o participate in 73 Lok

weather discussions, Including events B e

that heppen outside the state of

Arkansas,” KEEWLR sald, “Postaftopics pra,

are limied to weathar, storm Spoiting
best practices, the Mational Weather

aoroen T
Servico—and all of the agency's prod- e
ucts—and amataur radio. All off-topic 1
posts will be deleted.” e
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By the way, a Facebook acoount s mor

requiredto view these discussions. Visit
<htip:fiwww facebook comfarkskywarns, and gel in on the
comwarsation, ho commented.

Twitter

In responsea to a request from amateur radio operators who
“wan! to be notified when Arkansas SKYWARN® has been

Arkansas SKYWARN
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Pholo C— Hams who “want fo be nolified when Arkansas

SKYWARND has been aclivated by the National Weather

Sarvice Little Rock Forecast Office, " are invited ko sign up for

a Twitter fead . . . To commumicale such infarmaltion off-air,”

KESWLR said, Vg =hifpoiism. twiller. comyark sk wam s
{Infermet screen grab)

activated by the Mational Weather Service Little Rock
Forecast Office, a Twitter feed has been established 1o
communicate such information off-air,” Straessle said [see
phota C).

“Both the Facebook fan page and the Twitter feed hawve
bean linked 50 that end-users can also be notified wiven the
comersation expands and new information has been post-
ed,” he addad.

A Twitter account is nol required 1o view the feed. “Follow
Arkansas SHYWARN® at  <hitip:fwww.twitter.com/
arkskywame and find out how you, oo, can be notifiad wien
you don't have access to a radio or scannar,” KESWLR said.

Live Streaming Audio Feed

For mare than a year, amateur radio operators and the pub-
lic-at-large have been able lomonitor Arkansas SKYWARNG
vig the intermnel through a live audio feed provided by the
Central Arkansas Radio Emergency Net (CAREN Ciub) an
RadicRefarence. com (see <htip:/'www. RadioReferance.
comz and photo 0).

“The streaming audio feed meets a high demand for mon-
itoring Arkansas SKYWARNS from those who cannot do 50
at amy given time with a recelver,” KESWLR said. “People
who spend most of their day in an office or are perhaps trav-
eling outside Arkansas for an extended pericd of time have
been abla to manilar rapidly changing weather conditions by
listening to the net on their computers or smart phones
and other devices.” To lsten live, wisil: <hitpzfsans.
arkskywam. ongs,

When on the link, you'll be hearing the W5DI repeater in
Little Riock on 146940 MHz.

Arkansas SKYWARN'=s® Word to the Wise

*Thase expanded Internet presence and social media inber-
active opportunities are dasigned only to supplement the
training mission of Arkansas SKYWARNE,” the organization
wams, “and should not be relied upon as a replacement for
monitoring amateur radio frequencies and NOAA Weathar
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Only $21.95
+ »7.00 =h

The Opus of
Amateur Radio
Enowledge and Lore

.\_‘_\_\_\——
Many fine books will tell you how The Ogus of =]
b become a Radlo Amateur, bt Amatnr Radg,
preciows few will tell you wdyy. The

Opus of Amatewr Radio Krowleddge
andd Lore is a tribute to the passion
and poetry of Amaleur Radio, Opees
will inform the newoomer and also
remind the ald timer why we
became hams.

We love the smell of ozone,
soldering fAux. and overheating
transformer varmish. We love the
sight of a glowing vacuum tube and the vision of a
eubical quad antenna twirling in the heavens. We love
the still small sound of a barely perceptible Morse Code
signal buried in a chorus of static crashes, In other
words, we are lovers of radio. After reading The Opus of

Next Generation
from N6BT

Q52 2-Element 5-band [20/17715/13/10) Yagi

—

= Instant relay-switched Band Seatching.

& Hi-directional with instant frelay Sedrching.

® 1&' elements, 3" sections, 9 boom, ¥ turn radius.
= [mtegrated balun and $0-23% conneclod included.

Amateur Radio Knowledge and Lore, you will be, 1oo.
C@ Communications, Inc.
25 Newbridge Rd, Hicksville,

www._ cg-amateur-radio.com
FAMX us at 516 681-29256

Order today! 800-853-9797

NY 11801

& | KW poseer ratimg, welght only 17 pounds.

» 85909 elficient on all bands [only 0.8 dB below
“fudl size® ary 20M. rsear full size performance an 17 - 10M).

| n6bt.com

PO Box 1859
Paso Robles, CA 93447

e —————

Radio. Stations with repodable criteria
should pass traffic directly 10 an Arkan-
sas SKYWARN® nat control operalor
of the Mational Weather Service.”

The Foundation on
Which They Build

By way of history, the Arkansas Weather
Net was incorporated as a non-profit
amateur radio organization in the late
19605 1o “provide real-time fisld reports
1 the Mational Weather Senvice in Litthe
Rock (Then kocated at Adams Field) dur-
ing significant weather events,

‘Mets were conducted over whal was
than thenew 2-mater FM repeater oper-
ating on 146.940 MHz, constructed by
the Cantral Arkansas Radio Emearngency
Met (CAREN Club),” the organization
explained.

“A few years later, in the aarly 1970s,
the MWS rolled oul its official SKY-
WARN® program, which collects field
repods from volurtear weather spothers
to aid forecasters in issuing and verify-
ing savers weather waiches and warm-
ings,” Arkansas SKYWARNS reported.
* was then (that the) Arkansas Weather
Met began operating undar the Irade
name of Arkansas SKYWARNE,” andis
sponsored by Arkansas Weather Net,

WWW.CE-amalsur-radic.com

Inc., and oparated under the autharity of
thi Mational Weather Service.”

Whan severe weather threatens, tha
NWS ks the sole authority for making a
determination &8 1o whether Arkansas
SEYWARMNE i3 activated.

{IN DEPTH: For complele fnforma-
tion about SKYWARNE and how lo
hecome 8 severs waalier spoffer, visie:
<hitoskywam. oy —ed. )

Share Your Group's Innovative
ldeas with CQ Readers

Is your group or organization using
social networking, the Intemet or cell
phona technologies 1o enhance emer-
gency communications or training?
Wa'd like to hear from you,

Please drop an email 10: <kiGsn &cg-
amataur radio.com=, of write to:
Richard Fisher, KIGESN, CO Fublic
Servica, GO Communications, Ing., 25
Newbrdge Rd., Hicksville, NY 11801.
We'll share your innovative ideas and
initiatves with ather C0 readears,

North Carclina Hams
Feel the Need for Speed

Seven radic amateurs from Orange
County Radio Amateurs provided com-

+ Sale price
v Free Go Bag

+ Free UPS shipping

+ Free Race Scanning book

This Is our best dasl ever on a poriable
wideband receiver] The stylish leom 1C-
RXT 24 recaiver tunes fram 150 kHZ to 1300
BHZ {lss cobular &% gaps), has 1650 memo-
ries, CTCSSMOTSE, backit LCD, RF gain,
aAttanuator and keypad. Viith Li-Hon batbery,
BC-1494 charger and belt clip. List *384.00

Ragalar prics 5200 95 SALE “199.85

Universal Radio
LE1) Americann Phwy.
Reynoldsburg, OH 43063
& Oiciors: 200 431-3839
& E14 BbE-A26T
mun_lvm-ll-ndlu.:um

universal
radio inec.
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Phaoto D= Arkansas SKYWARN's® sireaming audio feed "meels a high demand
for montioring . . . from hose wio cannel do 5¢ at any given time with a recefv-
gr.” KESWLR said. To hear the WSDN Lithe Rock 148.940 MHz repeater, visil:

<hitp:www.arkskywarn.org>. {Internat screen grab)

munications support during e OG-
coneechee Speedway's Fifth Annual
Car Show and Racers’ Heunion in
Novembar 2011 at Hillsbosough, Morth
Carolina.

“This was the second yaar in which
{OCRA) had a prasence there, which
featuras 50 years' worth of classic auto-
mobiles and race cars,” writes Woody
Woodwand, K3V5A, “Some came com-

plete with thedr original vintage race dri-
vars. Once again, Lad Carringlon,
W40RD, led the group providing emaer-
gency commaunication and representing
amateur radio &t the event.” (See pho-
bos E and F.)

The QOececonseches Speadway al
Hillsborowgh “dates back 10 the 1948
inauguration of MASCAR and is the las!
ramaining of the famous Southem her-

Photo E- Lad Carringlon, W40RD, gives a short tutonal on
amaleur radio lo Miss Occoneechea/Orange Speedway 2011
Michalle Montgomery durng the Fifth Annual Car Show amd
Racers' Beunion in November 2011, (Cowrtesy of K3VSA)

Bd s cO = January 2012

Photo F= Paint and chrome from a classic 1955 Chevrolel
gleam in the sunshine at the 201 1 Occonseches Speedway
Fifth Annual Car Show and Racars' Raunian, witerng seven
mambers of Orange County Radio Amatews provided
commurWcalions support. (Courtesy of K3VSA)

itage ‘dint iracks,” Woodward said. [ IN
DEPTH: For more information about
the histary of Qeconeechee Spaadiday
al  Hiltsborowgh, wisil!  <hiipiiem,
histancspaadwaygroup.org’s —ad. )

“WaDRD manned a booth promoling
ham radio and providing emergency
communication  suppart  through
OCRAS W4UMNC 442 150-MHz re-
peater. Other OCRA membears and
associates who assisied or attended
incleded: Dee Ramm, KUAGC; Karl
Bamm, MNIXPB: Lenore Hamm,
KF4FAB: %ic Memyman, KOOUX;
Dawey Thompson, WALAHR; me; and
my daughter, Michaela,” K3VEA said.
(For more information about CHGRA,
wisil: <hifpoiineocra. ong>—ead,)

*Fortunalely for all concermned, no
emergencies otcurrad, 50 our partici-
pation consisted of being prepared for
action and showing tha Hag for amateur
radia,” Woodward said.

(WATCH: A video of whal Deco-
neechoa Speadway looks ke today
and o hiar reminiscences af those who
were there in its hayday: <htp./birly
siRHM = —ad. )

For this month, 73, Richarnd, KIGSM

Visil Dur 'Web Sibe



