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On the Cover: Hiroyuki Nagasawa
TK1PYG, operating QRP portable
in Stockholm, Sweden. D T % P
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BY RICHARD FISHER,"

Cluster of Winter

Tornadoes

Whips Hams into Action
Arkansas SKYWARN® Team Wrestles

with ‘Unlucky 7’ Twisters

ens fog hung inachilly sky over Litile Rock,

Arkansas the early moming of January 22,

a pall of drizzle and temparaturas in the high
J0s, Danny Strasssle, KESWLR, remembars.
That is hardly the weather to trigger a severe
weather waming for later in the day, or 50 s0me
longtirme residents thought.

Around 4 p.m., however, the fog began 1o lift as
temperaiuras climbed. Dangerous storms wera
forming in central Arkansas. As the siale’s
SKYWARN® Program Coordinator, Siraessle
received a call from the Mational Weather Service
Little Rock Forecast Office (see photo B).

An  ominous posting on the Arkansas
SKYWARNE Facebook page reporied: “As of 4:22
pom, the temparcature at Little Rock has jumped 1o
63, with a dew point of 61. And, according to radar,
convaction is starting lo develop. This could be the
siart of the action this evening.”

Oh, baby.

Straesshe (photo C) is responsible for scheduling
net control operator shifts at NWS Little Rock and
quickly summaning a team, haaded for the Weathear
Forecast Office. Around 5:30 p.m., Daryl Slout,
AESWX (photo D), brought up the Weather Walch
Met, a pre-nel for Arkansas SKYWARMNE. A fow
sevare thunderstorm wamings were issued and
Stout ook several check-ins as cerified amateur
radio storm spotters bagan 1o fan across the anea.

"By the time the Arkansas SKYWARMNE nat con-
trol team was in place shorly before 6 o'clock,”

1540 Wathedy Way, Riverside, CA S2506
a-mail: <kisn 8o -amaedr-radio. conms
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Straessle said, The first tornado waming was
issued and a quick and seamless frangition was
made from one net to the other.”

Daryl, KESWLR, and Shane Lea, KFSFBR, wers
at the microphone, assisied by Maona Blackiaw,
KMSOMA,

“As darkness fell, activity picked up,” Straessle
said. Most of the action was south and east of Little
Rock in less-densely populated areas of the Delta
region of the state. “Because of this, it was
extremely difficult to see storm development and
mara 50 dangearcws to try 1o spot it.”

Arkansas SKYWARNE relied upon cerified
amatéur radio storm spotters from the area to be
“the eyes and ears of the Mational Weather
Service,” KESWLR said. "Troy Singleton, NSARK,
wias the most valuable player of the entire night.
He was raised in southeast Arkansas and knew
the area like the back of his hand, which was
instrumental in his safe navigation of the farm
raads in the area to safely spot developing tormadic
supercells,”

APRE played a significant role in helping the
team at the NWS Little Rock office pinpoint Troy's
exacl localionwhen making his reports. “Alhough
Troy knew the area well, it helped on the nel-con-
trol end to explain to NWS forecasters where his
reports ariginated —and i allowed monitoring sta-
tions to follow akong, 1o0,” Straesshe said.

Al times this was the only information coming
from that area of the stale, and the Mational
Weather Service Litlle Rock Forecast Office was
very thankful to have repors come in from Troy.
Alzg in the area, and a little farther to the east in
Arkansas County, wera members of the Grand
Prairie Amateur Radio Club, (IN DEPTH: Piclures
and narative of the GPARG four of the NWS Littls
Rock office. <hitpzion.b.meA0eCL>—ad.)

Weather reports wara collacted throwgh a sim-
plex net and relayed o club president Randy
Geater, KSMDX, who in tumn relayed to Arkansas
SKYWARNGE at the National Weather Service.”

At one point a lomado headed foward Randy and
his craw and thay took shehar in the cownty sher-
iff's buniker for about 20 minutes, KESWLK report-
ad, Tha twister “was compstely rain-wrappead and
all they could see was power llash after power flash
as the tornada took down high-voltage transmission

FPhoto A- A church builtin 1852 and 2.8 miles wesl-
northwast of Kingsiand n Clavedand Counly,
Arkansas, was leveled when an EFZ2 lomado
{wings 111=135 mph) lore through the region in
Januany. (Couwrtesy of National Weather Semnvica)
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Phalo B- Natonal Weather Service Melearologist Willig Gilvrons walches slonms

developing in Grant County on the evening of January 22, which prompled Arkansas

SKYWARNE fo swing o action, The NWS Liltle Rock Ciperabions Canler has six

workstations, fenabling maleorologists 10 frack muiipia SIOMmS SIMUTRNSoUSsTY.
(Cowresy of NWS)

lings.” (If appears the fomado sianmg
down Randy and spolted by Troy was on
the ground for 19 miles: <hipad
l.usa.gov oonbs >, photo E.—ed,)
The storms moved quickly through
the Little Rock County Warning Area
and were outof the stale by 10p.m. “Thea
Arkansas SKYWARME n#l was
brought to a close shorly before then.”

About 60 cerified amateur radio
storm spotters checked into the net.
“And whilg the storms tracked through
areas of the state in counties whera the
amateur radio population is practically
nil," Straessle said, Tthosa from neigh-
boring areas stepped up and provided
a public service whan it was needed
miast.”

Universal Radio is proud to of-
fer the complete line of guality
Heil Sound amateur products:
+ Microphones |
+ Boomsels
+ Mic Booms, Mounis,
Cables and Accessories.
Please request our print catalog
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Universal Radio |
630 Amaricana Floay, |
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 |
& Orders: BO0L31-3809 |
& Il 614 BEG-4267 |

universal
radio inc.

Photo C= Danny Straessie, KESWLR,
Arkansas SKYWARNE Program Co-
(Courtesy of KESWLA,

ovdinator.
2RZ.com)

s
wwnw.co-amaleur-radio. com

Photo D- Around 5:30 p.m., Danyl Stowt, AESWX, shown here al his hame sla-

tion, brought up the Waeather Walch Net, a pre-nel for Arkansas SKYWARNE,

takimg & few check-ins “as ceniffed amateur radio sfarmn spolters began to fan
across the area.” (Courtesy of AESWX, ORZ.com)
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The Matonal Weather Serdce documentod at least soven for-
nados in tha siorms that rpped through Arkansas on January 22

Tormada Mo, 1

Paih: 19.2 miles (See phato E in main tex)

Rafing: EF2, winds 111-135 mph

Damage: Callkoun County: Damage was mostly limiled to tm-
bar. Dallas County: Signilicant damage bo houses nofivees! of
Fordyca, Fordyos Country Club (photo G, and alacirical powed
transmisson lowers. Cleveland County: Church in MNorth
Kingsland, built in 1852, destroyed (ses photo A i madn eud).

Tomado Ha, 2

Fath: 18.9 rmilas

Rating: EF2, winds 111-135 mph

Dawmage: Jeflerson County: Trees down, grain bins desiroped
phaio H), damage o medal bulldngs, famm machinany overumed,
Arkansas County: Trees down, Mobile homes damaged.

Tornada No, 3

Fath: 14.4 miles

Rarding: EF2, winds 111-135 mph

Darmage: Arkansas County: Steel transmission lowers bhown
down (phodo 1), damage to tarm cutbuilngs, rurmarous (Fees down,
travel trailer Bawn over, elevator blown off grain bins.

Tormado Mo, 4

Paff: 8.4 miles

Rating: EF1, winds 88=110 mph

ﬂﬂmﬂgﬁ" Aricansas County: Treds, power linas, and powear
poles blown down; carponts and sheds blown ey, Lafge limb
crushed cab of a pickup ruck. House had windows blown out and
pieces of wood wedged into its siding. Mobile home destrayed with
s contents blown into a naarby field. Matal buildings damaged or
dastroyed. Rool blown off racior shed

Tomads Mo. 5
Path: BB miles
Hanng: EF1, winds 86=110 mph
Damage: Monroe County: Trees and power pobes down.
gur-_g;ﬁm pival Bipped over. Large storage shed tossed over a fam
ilding.

Tormada No. &

Path: 3.8 milgs

Agling: EF1, winds B6—110 mph

Davmage: Jeflerson County: Flying shed damaged roof of tamm
shop. Emp15.r 12,000-gallon fusl tank blown into a fiald. rmgm'u:n
pival cvertumed and tom apa. Trees down. Foundaton of con-
crete block house damaged,

Unlucky 7 Tornadoes: The Tale of the Tape

Tomado No. T

Paik: .75 miles

Rafing: EF1, winds BE-110 mph

Damage: Lonake County: |rrigabon pivot lipped aver, landing
in nearky ditch. Trea limbs snapped off,

Fhodo G- Much of ife baifihouge ai tha Forgyee Counly Club was
biown indo the pool. (Cowrlesy of NWS)

B TN

Phata H- An EF2 tormado destroyed grain bing along Arkansas
Highway 88 ai Swedan in Jaflivson Counly, Arkansas. (Courdesy
of NWS)

Phialg 1= A large electrical power fing fransmizsion fower ias on i side in Arkansas Counly affer slorms ravaged the anea. (Courfesy
of NWE)
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The following day, a damage assass-
mrvierit baarm from the NWS mbed at least
one of the several iomadoes as an
EF2—111 to 135 mph winds. Laber it was
determined that three of the seven
twisters reached EF2. (SEE: “‘Unfucky
7 Tomadoaes: A Take of the Tape."—ed.)

“While this event occurmed in tha mad-
die af winbar, it was not unusual,” accond-
ing to N'WS Litthe Rock, "especially wihen
La N¥a conditions esasl (bt
bit. ly'xXAZZE). Fifty-six lomadoes were
spawned on January 21=22, 1899, Tha

Pholo E= “One
siorm in particular
had & hrstory of
producing
imadoes, ™ noled
the NW'S. “The
first formado
{rated EF2) was
confirmed from
A0 mies wasl-
southwes! of
Tharmian
{Calhoun County)
fo 4.9 milas
southwest! of
Rison (Cleveland
Countyl. The pait
was just over 19
miles.” (Cowrfesy
of NWS)

same La Niia patterm was n place when
& long-track tomado ripped through
saven Counties in the north on Felbruany
&, 2008, a 122-mile path. By the way,
16959 and 2008 were the most active tor-
nado VS On racond wy tha stabe.”

The Arkansas SKYWARKME net is
sireamed fhva on a HadsoRalarancs
feed provided by the Central Arkansas
Radio Emargandy Met [CAREMN Club) at
<hittpe it ik 2w,

Accounts of the role amateur radio
played dunng this sevens waather event

You([T)
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1122112 - Arkansas Severe Weather Outbreak
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Phaoto F- A video postad on YouTube by Basahuniars sform chasers shows the
unpradiclabiity and confusion thal sccompanies severe wealher, especially when
it occurs at night; <hitpibit yxHyVoS=>, (YouTube screen grab)

o
WEW, CO-amabeur-radio.com

wiere chronicled on the Arkansas SKY-
WARMN® Facebook Fan page: <hiip
on.b.ma/xsYWTg=.

“Although there are numerous social
mesdia sites in the slate covering wedth-
ar, Arkansas SKYWARMNS lakes an
approach that not only senes amataur
racio operators Dut exists 1o educabe the
general public about the role radio ama-
tEers play in Saving Inves and propaery.
(VISIT: Arkansas SKYWARNS af:
<hiipfwwir arkSKYWARN. ong=>.—od.]

“We didn't get it as bad as Alabama,”
KESWLH nated, "but we o hivg Say-
eral tornadoes, and | am proud to say
the amateur radio population rose bo the
QOCRSHON N A sparsely populated area
of the state and provided infarmation
whan il was noeded mosl,”

This month we I‘llghhgh!EEI' tha storms
in Arkansas in Jangary and how ham
radio played an important par in pro-
viding a vital sennce. If you hanse & shony
o tell, phease e-mall me al <kibisn @ cg-
amateur-radio. com:=. “Whean all alsa
fails” . . amnabeur radio Comes thrauwgh.

73, Richard, KIGSN
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Earn $100,000 a year
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